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INT. - PSYCHIATRIST OFFICE - DAY

ZANDER walks into DR. STEIN’s office, shuts the door and

takes a seat. DR. STEIN has a napkin tucked into the front

of his sweater, while eating a messy sub sandwich.

DR. STEIN

So what is the big emergency? I

hope you don’t mind me eating

during our session, since this is

my lunch hour. Also, don’t tell

Mrs. Stein; she is hell bent on

making sure all my food is bland,

in the name of lowering my

cholesterol.

ZANDER puts his head in his hands.

ZANDER

I’m seeing ghosts.

DR. STEIN

(Nods)

Yes, Astra.

ZANDER

Not just her. I see them when I’m

awake too.

DR. STEIN

(Smirking)

Are you telling me that you see

dead people?

ZANDER looks up at DR. STEIN and does not look amused.

DR. STEIN

(Clears his throat)

I’m sorry for making light of the

situation. What is really going on

Zander?

DR. STEIN puts down his sandwich and focuses intently on his

patient. ZANDER looks to be having an internal debate before

finally speaking.

ZANDER

Well, I no longer have writer’s

block.

DR. STEIN

That’s great, Zander!

(CONTINUED)
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ZANDER

I killed off two characters...

they’re waiting outside your

office.

DR. STEIN

I’m sorry, what? Did you bring your

story with you?

ZANDER

In a sense.

DR. STEIN

Maybe you should start at the

beginning. Hold that thought.

(DR. STEIN puts a finger up to

hold ZANDER off while he

pushes a button on his phone)

Jane?

JANE (O.S.)

Yes, Doctor?

DR. STEIN

Cancel my next appointment.

JANE (O.S.)

Sure thing.

DR. STEIN

Please continue.

ZANDER

The beginning, well let’s see... I

killed a character off and he

showed up in my house. I panicked

so I changed which character died.

The new first victim also showed up

in my house, it was at this point I

realized my characters where

actually coming to life. I ventured

outside to get some fresh air and

she followed me.

DR. STEIN

Let me get this straight, you

killed a character in your novel

and she then appeared in your house

and proceeded to follow you around

town?
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ZANDER

Yes! Precisely! Everywhere I went,

she would follow. Constantly

talking and making me... care.

DR. STEIN

Zander, do you see her right now?

ZANDER

Of course not.

DR. STEIN

(Relieved)

That’s a good sign -

ZANDER

They’re in your waiting room, I

really needed the privacy.

DR. STEIN

In the waiting room? MY waiting

room?

ZANDER

Yes, are you listening to anything

I am saying, Doc?

DR. STEIN

Yes, please continue.

ZANDER

(Getting more agitated)

After a couple of days I killed off

another character and she showed up

in my house as well. Now I can’t go

anywhere without them following me.

Do you know what this is doing to

my creative process?!

DR. STEIN

I imagine it dampers it quite a

bit. Zander are you sleeping?

ZANDER

When Ashley isn’t trying to seduce

me with her big beautiful blue

eyes, they are haunting me...

tantalizing me constantly.

DR. STEIN

Tell me about Ashley.

(CONTINUED)
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ZANDER

She is tiny both physically and in

demeanor; she is ethereal to the

point that I sometimes think a

stiff breeze will make her

dissipate. She looks solid, but

isn’t always. I mean I can’t touch

her, but she can touch me and other

things if she concentrates. She is

soft spoken, alluring, and

precious.

DR. STEIN

Sounds like you have it bad.

ZANDER

(Makes a face)

Is that your professional opinion

Doc?

DR. STEIN

No, just an observation. So while

asleep, Astra haunts your dreams

and when you are awake you are

being haunted by Ashley, who isn’t

just a ghost, but a fictional one?

ZANDER

(Standing and pacing)

Yes. I can’t sleep, I can’t work, I

am completely unraveling. To top it

all off, she’s growing on me. I

actually find myself wanting to be

around her... and then I feel...

bad.

DR. STEIN

Bad? Zander, you’re a well educated

massively published writer and all

you can come up with is "bad"?

ZANDER

(Stops pacing to look at DR.

STEIN)

Really? I am in the middle of a

nervous breakdown and you are

criticizing my vocabulary?

DR. STEIN

You said "they", so is there more

than one character following you?

(CONTINUED)
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ZANDER

(Sits)

Fifi is even more annoying, but at

least she cleans.

DR. STEIN

Fifi?

ZANDER

My French maid.

DR. STEIN

Yes, of course... how silly of me.

Zander, I don’t think you’re having

a breakdown.

ZANDER

You don’t?

DR. STEIN

No, I would call it more of a

break-through, though a more

nontraditional one. You obviously

aren’t ready to let go of Astra

yet, so you have introduced this

Ashley who is pretty much the

opposite of Astra as a new love

interest for you. You feel guilt

over betraying Astra’s memory so

you brought in Fifi who is there to

defuse any sexual tension between

you and Ashley.

ZANDER

You think? What if I kill another

character and they show up? What do

I do with the ones I have now? How

will I ever make my deadline if I

can’t write?

DR. STEIN

Zander, one thing at a time. Here

is a new prescription, it is called

Prolixin. This should help. And

here is one for Xanax, it should

help you calm down enough to get

some work done. If you need an

extension, I’ll write Alixx a

letter.

ZANDER

I can handle Alexandrea. I took

Prolixin and it didn’t help. It was

an old medication of Astra’s.

(CONTINUED)
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DR. STEIN

(Sighs)

Instead of lecturing you on self

medicating, I am going to remind

you that her medications are

expired and should be thrown out.

Maybe now is a good time to go

through some of her things, donate

or auction off them. Find a good

charity to benefit from it?

ZANDER

(Nods and rises)

I’ll think about it, thanks Doc.

DR. STEIN

Anytime Zander, I mean that.

ZANDER gives a sad smile and exits the office.


