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FADE IN:

INT. CAR- EARLY EVENING

LANAH, a high school freshman, and her MOM, a

younger-looking woman, are driving down the highway. Lanah

is sitting in the passenger seat blowing a bubble with her

gum and messing with the necklace around her neck that her

mom gave her. She stops when her mom starts to tell her the

events of last night.

MOM

Your father is in a hospital

because he tried to shoot himself

last night.

Lanah starts to choke on her gum. She starts to zone out and

sob uncontrollably as her mom continues.

MOM

We went to our marriage counselor

this morning and told him what

happened. He said that your father

needed to be admitted into a mental

hospital. Your father agreed.

Tears are running down her mom’s face. Lanah is looking down

towards the floorboard fidgeting with her necklace.

MOM

After y’all went back into the

bedroom, I followed your dad into

our room and he was trying to get

in the gun cabinet. I went over to

him to grab the key, but he pushed

me to the floor. I tried yelling

for you and Patricia, but y’all

never came.

LANAH

I’m so sorry. We didn’t hear you.

If we had, we would have come.

MOM

It wasn’t your fault. He stopped

when he heard y’all’s names. He

just broke down and started to cry.

The car went silent.
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INT. LANAH’S BEDROOM (FLASHBACK)- NIGHT

Lanah is watching a movie in her room with her sisters,

PATRICIA and LEXI, and brother, KARL.

PATRICIA

I can’t believe you’re watching

this. This is a little kid movie.

LANAH

You’re in here too aren’t you? So I

don’t want to hear anything.

A crash is heard and they run out of the room.

INT. LIVING ROOM (FLASHBACK)- NIGHT

Their dad is standing up beside the chase yelling at their

mom.

DAD

You always have your head in that

fucking phone or computer. Are we

not enough Carmen?

Her DAD, a beer-bellied guy with graying hair, picks up his

broken phone and storms off towards his bedroom.

LANAH

What was that sound?

MOM

He threw his phone across the

kitchen. Just go back to your room

and finish your movie.

Lanah’s Mom heads towards her bedroom. Lanah and her

siblings go back to the room and play the movie.

END FLASHBACK.

INT. CAR- EARLY EVENING

Both of their faces are still tear stained. Lanah’s eyes are

red, puffy, and blood shot.

LANAH

Are we not going home?

(CONTINUED)
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MOM

No. We’re going to see your dad and

drop off his suit case.

The car goes silent again. Lanah stares out the window.

INT. PARENTS’ BEDROOM- NIGHT (DAY DREAM)

Lanah’s father is trying to find the right key to the gun

cabinet when her mom opens the bedroom door.

MOM

Daniel! What are you doing?!

She runs over to the cabinet trying to get the keys from

him. He knocks her to the ground.

MOM

Lanah! Patricia! Help! Lanah!

Patricia!

INT. CAR- EARLY EVENING

Lanah starts to cry silently while still looking out the

window.

INT. MENTAL HOSPITAL LOBBY- NIGHT

Lanah and her mom enter the hospital. They walk up to a

counter where a NURSE dressed in scrubs is located.

MOM

Hi. We’re here to see Daniel Smith

and drop off his clothes.

NURSE

I’ll take the suitcase. We have to

make sure there’s nothing in it he

isn’t supposed to have. Visiting

hours are in thirty minutes so just

have a seat. Did you bring your

cell phones in?

MOM

No. We left them in the car.

NURSE

Good. Take a seat.
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They take their seats and wait. Lanah observes all the other

people around them. Most of the visitors are women and

smaller children. One girl is about her age. They finally

start letting people into the visiting room.

INT. VISITING ROOM- NIGHT

When Lanah enters the visiting room, she sees her father

sitting in the corner with puffy bloodshot eyes reading the

Bible. She burst into tears when her dad looks up at her. He

rushes over to her and puts his arms around her.

DAD

I’m so sorry Lanah. I’m so sorry. I

love you so much.

LANAH

It’s okay.

DAD

No it’s not. I’m so sorry.

They walk over to the corner and sit down.

LANAH

I saw a girl about my age in the

lobby. I thought she was here

visiting. I don’t see her now.

DAD

There are a lot of young people

here. Their parents check them in

for drug or depression problems.

They sit there and talk for a couple hours.

MOM

We need to get back. You have

school tomorrow.

They say their final goodbyes and leave.

INT. CAR- NIGHT

It is silent in the car on the way home except for the

stereo.
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INT. LANAH’S BEDROOM- NIGHT

Lanah gets dressed for bed. She turns the light off and gets

into bed. Her necklace hits her chest. She quickly gets back

up and turns the light back on. She takes off the necklace,

stares at it, and then throws it across the room. She takes

pictures of her mother and tears them up. She throws things

her mom gave her into the trash. The clothing that reminds

her of her mom goes into the trash also. Once she is done

cleansing her room and herself of her mother, she jumps back

into bed and closes her eyes.

FADE OUT.


